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On Thursday, October 21, 1999, a Stakehol ders Advisory Consultants meeting took place at

the California EMF Program offices at 1515 Clay Street, Oakland. The topics discussed at

thismeeting included:
- CaliforniaEMF Program budget

- proposed outlinefor acombined Policy Integration and Final Program Report
- timelinesfor major research projects: Risk Evaluation Guidelines, Risk Evaluation, and Policy Projects

- program policy on ex parte communications

- letter to the Program from the California Public Utilities Commission responding to the series of letters

sent to them about the Program earlier thisyear
- status of the Program’s report to the CPUC

SAC membersalso voted to recommend areplacement Exposure Assessment representative for the Scientific Advi-
sory Panel (see newsd etter item bel ow). Detailed information about this meeting will bein the meeting minutes, which
will bedistributed in the next regular program mailing. Thereisal so some discussion of these subjectsin other itemsin

this newsl etter, bel ow.

Change in Core SAC representative from
the American Academy of Pediatrics

Alvaro Garza, core SAC member representing the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) since summer 1998,
has accepted a position with the California Department of
Health Services and so isresigning from the SAC. Mark
Miller, aformer AAP representative to the SAC, hasleft
his position with CDHS and will rejoin the SAC in Dr.
Garza'splace.

We very much appreciate Alvaro Garza's participa-
tion in the SAC over the last 18 months, and wish him
well in hisnew position. Wewelcome Mark Miller back.

Scientific Advisory Panel Replacement Member

At the SAC meeting on October 21, 1999, the SAC mem-
bersvoted to el ect the newest member of the SAP, filling
the exposure assessment specialist seat | eft vacant by Rob-
ert Spear’sresignation. Based on the SAC vote, Thomas
McKonewill bethe new member of the SAP. Dr. McKone
isAdjunct Professor at the U.C. Berkeley School of Pub-
lic Health and a staff scientist at the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory.

CPUC Response to Letter
from Some Utility Representatives

On October 15, 1999, the Executive Director of the Cali-
forniaPublic Utilities Commission sent aletter to Raymond
Neutra responding to the letter of complaint sent to the
CPUC by several utility companiesin March of thisyear.
Theletter was generally supportive of the Program’s cur-
rent direction and management, and made several recom-
mendations to help the California Department of Health
Services and the CPUC ensure a fair and open process
throughout the remainder of the program. The Program
was aready in compliance with many of these recom-
mendations, which were for the Program to:

- provide monthly progress reports to the CPUC En-
ergy Division, SAC members, and other stakeholders

- providethe Energy Division with descriptions of the
processes for reviewing and finalizing each program
product

- providethe Energy Division, SAC members, and other
stakehol ders with time schedules for completing all
work products; these schedules should include the
major milestones



- providethe Energy Division with descriptions of each
project and the final work productsthat the PUC will
receive at the Program’send

The program already producesaregular progress report,
in the form of this newsletter, and has shared process
descriptions and timelinesfor the major research projects
with the CPUC and our stakeholders. We expect to com-
plete the remaining materials and share them with the
PUC by the end of November, asrequired in this|etter.

Ex Parte Communications

At the October 21, 1999, SAC meeting, severa stake-
holdersexpressed concernsabout the possibility of ex parte
contacts between stakeholders and DHS decision-mak-
ers. Inresponseto thisdiscussion, Gordon Miller issend-
ing aletter to the DHS Director DianaBonta' requesting
that she and other political appointeesin leadership posi-
tions at DHS refrain from meeting with CaliforniaEMF
Program stakehol dersto discussissuesrelated to the pro-
gram.

Stakeholders should also continue to abide by the
policy on ex parte contacts that they agreed to in March
1997, that stakeholdersor groups of stakeholdersinvolved
inthe CaliforniaEMF Program shall inform program staff
and other SAC members by letter of any meetings they
have with CDHS decision-makers. Such letters should
include the time and place of the meeting, theissuesdis-
cussed, and any agreement that was reached (see SAC
meeting minutes, March 20, 1997).

Also in response to stakeholder and staff concerns
about possible ex parte contacts between stakehol dersand
membersof the program’s Science Advisory Panel (SAP),
the program is sending letters to the SAP members re-
guesting them to avoid discussing issues related to the
program with stakeholders, and to inform the program
immediately if they are contacted directly by a person
with an interest in this issue. Please note that as part of
the review process for the projects with which they are
involved, the SAPwill receivethewritten commentsfrom
the public and stakehol ders submitted during the official
comment periods.

Stakehol ders should avoid contacting members of the
Science Advisory Panel. As previously announced, dur-
ing the scheduled periods before the SAP votes on each
project stakeholders may send letters to the California
EMF Program that we will forward to the SAP members.

California EMF Program

Financial Updates to SAC Core

In response to stakeholder comment at our meeting on
October 21, 1999, wewill be adding an insert to the news-
letters sent to core stakeholder s only that includes current
timeline, financial and budget material. Wewill send these
insertsquarterly starting in January 2000.

Research Unit Progress

Risk Evaluation Guidelines: Staff completed the revi-
sion of the draft based on the numerous public comments
we received. We have also prepared a detailed response
to each comment explaining if it wasimplemented and, if
not, why not.

School Policy Analysis. Keith Florig has just returned
from an extended businesstrip to Chinaand hasresumed
work onthe model and draft narrativefor statewide policy-
makers. Progress on the Loca Briefing Document for
school decision-makers has been delayed by other de-
mands on Asher Sheppard’'stime. Because of this, staff
removed the briefing document from this project and will
completeit as part of the Policy Integration project. This
will allow the contractors to finish the statewide policy
analysisdraft by theend of thisyear, and will avoid dupli-
cation of effort between thelocal briefing document and
other materials that staff would have prepared anyway,
such as non-technical project summaries and fact sheets.
To help complete this document, we will contract with
companies that have experience with school level EMF
management, possibly including Enertech and Karl Riley’s
EMF Magnetic Surveys, to provide case histories of sat-
isfactory and unsatisfactory approachesto EMFissuesin
individual schools.

Power Grid/Land UsePalicy Analysis: Duringthepublic
comment period on the draft report, staff held two work-
shops. In one, stakehol ders and the public had an oppor-
tunity to ask questions about the draft and to experiment
with the computer models, while the other focussed on
environmental justice and community issuesin the Power
Grid Project. Staff also met with the contractor to map
the general direction of the draft revision.

Before the comment period ended in early No-
vember, many people chose to submit extensive written
comments on the draft materials. We have organized the
commentsthat we received by thefinal deadline of noon
on November 10 and are addressing them systematically
tointegratetheminto thefinal product as appropriate. We

A project of the Public Health Institute



October-November, 1999

greatly appreciate the dedication of everyonethat partici-
pated in the workshops or provided written commentson
thedraft materials.

Once staff have summarized the comments and
prepared materialsfor the peer reviewers, wewill sched-
ule atelephone conferenceto discussthem with the SAC.
We will announce the details of this conference when
they areavailable.

Epidemiology Workshop: Staff are continuing to edit
the discussions from January’s workshop. Two more pa-
pers and their discussions have been sent to the journal
Bioel ectromagnetics, where they will be published when
all related materialsare completed.

ProspectiveMiscarriage Study: De-Kun Li and histeam
are now analyzing the data and have aready produced
somevery preliminary results. Aninterim report with only
the basic analysisis expected by the end of January. The
final report isexpected by November 2000.

School Exposure Assessment Survey: Weare currently
discussing with the engineering consultants a common
scope of work, timeline, and budget to benchmark the
power line mitigation costs used in this project.

California Exposure Analysis: No further work onthis
project is anticipated, except possibly as it may be re-
quired to helpinthe Risk Evaluation.

Occupational Exposure Study: Work on the dataanaly-
sisand validation of the survey questionnaire continues.
A draft final report is expected by end January 2000.

Palicy Integration: Anoutline of thisproject, which will
be part of the final report of the whole EMF Program to
the CPUC, has been discussed with the SAC and revised
inthelight of their comments.

Risk Evaluation: A meeting was held with anumber of
DHS epidemiol ogists and toxicol ogists sel ected to assist
EMF staff in evaluating the literature. The evaluation is
now underway. Several contractorsareworking on litera-
ture reviews as background to this project. One of these,
Claire Sherman, has submitted her review of brain tu-
mors and other cancers and has almost completed her
review of childhood leukemia.

EMF Program Library: Work toinclude current relevant
publications continues.

and the California Department of Health Services

Education and Technical
Assistance Unit Updates

M eetings and Workshops: Education Unit staff dedi-
cated much of the month of October to preparing for the
October 21, 1999, SAC meeting and subsequent work-
shops on the Power Grid Policy Project. The Education
Unit prepared the SAC meeting agenda with input from
other EMF staff and the SAC Chairperson Gordon Miller,
and coordinated the mailing of the pre-meeting materials
to our stakeholders and interested parties. Education Unit
staff a so devel oped announcementsand flyerstoinform
members of the public of the SAC meeting and Power
Grid Project workshops. This unit also took the lead in
organizing the Community and Environmental Justice
workshop that took place on November 3, 1999, on the
Power Grid Project, and helped to facilitate this work-
shop and the SAC meeting. Education Unit staff al so took
thelead in producing the minutes of the SAC meeting and
a summary of the main issues raised at the community
and Environmental Justice Workshop.

Web Site: Education Unit staff and a consultant have
finished restructuring and updating the California EMF
Program’s Web Site. The content of the site is undergo-
ing afinal review, and the new material should beonline
by the beginning of December. After therestructured site
replacestheold site online, wewill begin converting more
draft and final program projects into a form that can be
posted on the site.

Responses to Public Questions: The Education Unit
has responded to over a dozen questions from members
of the public each week over the past two months. Many
of the questions were from Southern California Edison
customerswho had recently received their annual bill in-
sert on EMF, and got our telephone number from there.
Other questions came to us through e-mail from visitors
to our Web site. As usual, the questions ranged over a
variety of subjects, from EMF from power linesto EMF
from electric blankets and other appliances to electrical
hypersensitivity and other issues.

Other Recent Activities: Education Unit staff have also
taken the lead on revising the California EMF Program
report to the CPUC, and continueto beinvolved in plan-
ning the schedulesfor completing various program prod-
ucts. We also produce the EMF Program newsl etter, and
support the research unit asrequired.
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